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Siegfried Lenz 
Schweigeminute 
A Minute’s Silence 
 
Novel 

Dispatch: May 2008 
120 pages 
 

“We have Siegfried Lenz to thank for a poetic book – perhaps his most beautiful.” 
Marcel Reich-Ranicki 
 
A warm summer on the Baltic many years ago. Benny Goodmann and Ray Charles are still in 
fashion, the hurdy-gurdy man is playing in the alleys, the currency is in marks and when the 
English mistress comes into the Upper Sixth classroom the pupils all stand up and say:  
“Good morning, Mrs. Petersen.” 
 
How Stella und Christian fall in love, how their passion has to face up to reality and how it is 
suddenly all over – and yet it isn’t. How it is actually through death that love gains 
immortality. Siegfried Lenz tells this story with a consummate power to empathize, 
detachment and humour. In the theme of the transitoriness, the temporary nature of earthly 
love, the impossibility of finding complete happiness, there resonates the melancholy of a 
Theodor Storm. In the sparseness of the narrative one detects the existential stringency of an 
Ernest Hemingway. And yet it is the charm and integrity of Siegfried Lenz the story-teller 
which speaks to us here, unfolding within the confines of a novella an eternally valid problem 
for humankind. 
 
Rights sold to: Denmark (Hovedland), Norway (Aschehoug), Italy (Neri Pozza), Taiwan 
(Yuan-Liou), Israel (Kinneret-Zmora-Dvir), Iceland (Aeskan), Korea (Sakyejul), France 
(Robert Laffont), Spain (Maeva), Hungary (Európa) and USA/Canada (Other Press) 
 
Bestseller: 250.000 copies sold! 
 

 

 
Siegfried Lenz, born in Lyck in East Prussia in 1926, is one of 
the most important and widely-read writers in post-war and 
present-day literature. His works have been published since 1951 
(“There were Hawks in the Air”; “Es waren Habichte in der 
Luft”) by Hoffmann und Campe and awarded numerous prizes, 
including the Goethe Prize from the city of Frankfurt-am-Main 
and the Peace Prize of the German Booksellers. Recently, on 
the occasion of his 80th birthday, Lenz’s collected short stories 
appeared in one volume Short Stories (Die Erzählungen) and a 
collection of his autobiographical essays Transposing Myself 
(Selbstversetzung). 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
Karl-Heinz Ott 
Ob wir wollen oder nicht 
Whether we will or no 
 
 
Novel 

  

 

Dispatch: August 2008  
256 pages 
 

Composed with virtuosity, told with brilliance: after the great success of Silence At Last 
comes Ott’s new novel. 
 
He doesn’t want to be involved with the horrible happenings in the inn.  But a witness saw 
him leave the scene of the crime. … The narrator in Karl-Heinz Ott’s new novel finds himself 
held for questioning while the probable perpetrators have vanished without a trace. 
”That I of all people have to be here, I of all people, in this hole with a wash basin, a toilet 
bowl and bare walls, and in such beautiful weather, I of all people, who every child knows 
couldn’t hurt a fly…!” In  a passionate inner monologue Karl-Heinz Ott grippingly and 
thoughtfully lays bare the soul nature of someone who had once set out to change himself and 
the whole world, only in the end to be left on the sidelines in every respect. It is not only he 
who finds the burden of the past catching up with him. Karl-Heinz Ott’s style is so thrilling 
that horror and comedy are barely distinguishable from each other. 
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Karl-Heinz Ott was born in Ehingen near Ulm in 
1957. He was educated at a Catholic boarding-
school and studied philosophy, German and 
musicology. He then worked as a dramatic adviser 
in Freiburg, Basle and Zurich. “Ins Offene” is his 
first novel, which appeared in 1998 and won the 
Sponsors’ Award of the Hölderlin Prize and the 
Thaddäus Troll Prize. For his second novel 
“Silence at Last” (“Endlich Stille”), which was 
published by Hoffmann und Campe in 2005, he 
was awarded the Alemannic Literature Prize, the 
Candide Prize and the Prize of LiteraTour Nord. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Stephan Puchner 
Nebelheim 
The Land of Mists 
 
Novel 

  

 
Dispatch: August 2008 
384 pages 
 
Exploration of the world in 1438: A fascinating debut and a great historical novel. 

The Year of the Lord 1438. This book bears witness to the wondrous sea voyage of the 
cartographer Nicolaus Swart, who with one ship plunged into the sea of darkness, in order to 
find the real earthly paradise beyond the fearful ice…” 
The once flourishing realm of King Erich XIII is in ruins. In 1438 the fallen ruler of the 
Nordic Union flees with his faithful scribe Rikmann to Gotland, where his only remaining 
wish is to die in peace. The king receives unexpected hope in the form of a sea-voyager 
believed dead: the cartographer and astronomer Nicolaus Swart, sent out many years before to 
chart the eartly paradise called Nebelheim assumed to lie beyond the ice and to claim it for the 
crown. On Erich’s deathbed the cartographer relates the story of his voyage fraught with 
terrors to the furthest north towards Mittnacht, into the sea of darkness, where the eternal ice 
threatens to swallow up every ship. His return promises the king immortal fame as the ruler 
over new discovered worlds. But Rikmann the scribe has doubts about the veracity of his 
outlandish narration. 
 
“Highly exciting, original and knowledgeable. An exceptional first novel.” Gisbert Haefs 
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Stephan Puchner was born in  Erlangen in 1971, grew up in 
Nuremberg and studied at the Munich College of Television and 
Film Studies. He has written and produced a number of short 
cinema films which have received international prizes and has 
written screenplays for Bernd Eichinger among others and for 
Musica Cubana – The Sons of Buena Vista, a cinema film 
produced by Wim Wenders. He now lives and works in Munich 
as a freelance writer and lectures at the College of Television of 
Film Studies. Nebelheim is his first novel. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
Irene Dische 
Die Wahlfahrt 
Electoral Odyssey 
 
 
 
Novel 

  

 
Dispatch: October 2008 
128 pages 
 
“ If you want to recuperate in New York, why are you flying to Miami?” 

This book tells of Seraphine’s sentimental journey home and also guides you through an 
American presidential campaign. 
 
Having problems is a classic reason for travelling. Seraphine ist a young American immigrant 
who foolishly falls in love with the wrong man. She has spent more than five years in Europe 
without once coming home, enjoying her life there so much that she had no time to miss 
America. But lovesickness makes her board an aeroplane on impulse to get over it in New 
York. She lands in the middle of a heated electoral spring season and while she is there it 
turns into summer. She has no interest whatever in politics but by chance finds herself 
increasingly drawn into the electoral battle. And it is in fact her complete indifference which 
makes her perceive things which no-one else does. 
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Irene Dische, born in New York, lives in Berlin and Rhinebeck. In 
2000 Hoffmann und Campe published The Job (Ein Job), in 2005 
the bestseller Granny’s true Confessions (Grossmama packt aus), in 
2007 Loves (Lieben) and the new edition of her first book, Pious 
Lies (Fromme Lügen) and most recently the short story The Doctor 
needs a Home (Der Doktor braucht ein Heim). 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Irene Dische 
Veränderungen über 
einen Deutschen oder 
Ein fremdes Gefühl 
Variations on a German 
Dance or An unfamiliar 
Emotion 
 
 
Novel 

  

 
Dispatch: October 2008 
464 pages 
 
“An exceptional work.” Neue Zürcher Zeitung 

It was known as ‘the German dance’, the Diabelli waltz on which Beethoven composed his 
33 Variations. Irene Dische based her great novel An unfamiliar Emotion on this composition 
and its atmosphere and has now completely revised it. 
 
Variations on a German Dance is the story of a man who doesn’t know what love is actually like. 
His temperament and talents lead him to devote himself exclusively to studying the humanities. 
The 33 Variations lead him, almost against his will, to experience every normal human emotion, 
until he finally finds something approaching almost perfect love. The story is told against the 
background of the great transformations in Germany after the fall of the Wall.  
 
“A rich book – rich in observation, experience of life, acerbity and restrained emotion. A really 
black picaresque novel. 
Perhaps Irene Dische really is right. ‘Love can only blossom where hatred has trampled the 
ground clear.’” Joachim Kaiser, Süddeutsche Zeitung 
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Irene Dische, born in New York, lives in Berlin and Rhinebeck. In 
2000 Hoffmann und Campe published The Job (Ein Job), in 2005 
the bestseller Granny’s true Confessions (Grossmama packt aus), in 
2007 Loves (Lieben) and the new edition of her first book, Pious 
Lies (Fromme Lügen) and most recently the short story The Doctor 
needs a Home (Der Doktor braucht ein Heim). 
 

 
 



 

 
Lea Singer 
Konzert für die linke 
Hand 
Concerto for the left 
Hand 
 
Novel 

  

 
Dispatch: September 2008 
288 pages 
 
An exceptional life-story to fascinate everyone, because it is a unique tale of defying fate. 
 
Maurice Ravel wrote his piano concerto for the left hand for him, Prokofiev his fourth, 
Richard Strauss, Hindemith und Britten composed for him. He lost his right hand in the First 
World War. Nevertheless, through willpower and perseverance Paul Wittgenstein became one 
of the most famous virtuosi of his day. 
Paul Wittgenstein was a wholly exceptional man, full of contradictions: a fanatical seeker 
after truth who led a double life, a Jew baptised into the Catholic faith who considered all 
Jews dishonest, an Austrian patriot who had to emigrate to the USA in 1938, a highly gifted 
pianist who lost his right arm in the First World War and went on giving concerts. The 
idolized son of a family known as the “Krupps of the Habsburg Monarchy” married the blind 
daughter of a tram conductor. Lea Singer explores the drama of his life with sensitivity, 
intelligence and great verbal elegance. 
 
»Lea Singer knows how to mine her researches for gold.” NDR 
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Lea Singer graduated in art history, music and 
literature. She is a journalist and author of 
textbooks and lives in Munich. Apart from her 
novella The Austrian Whore (Die Österreichische 
Hure) in 2005, she has published four highly 
acclaimed novels: in 2000 The Tongue (Die 
Zunge), in 2003 Madly in Love (Wahnsinns 
Liebe), about the fatal affair between Arnold 
Schönberg’s wife Mathilde and the painter 
Richard Gerstl, in 2005 The Naked Life (Das 
nackte Leben), about the life and marriages of 
Constanze Mozart in 2006 Four Colours of 
Fidelity (Vier Farben der Treue), set in Salzburg 
in 1935, and most recently The Almond Core 
(Mandelkern, Hoffmann und Campe, 2007), the 
story of an internationally famous neuroscientist, a 
female Dr. Faust. 
 
 



 

 
Walter Helmut Fritz 
Herzschlag. Die 
Liebesgedichte 
Heartbeat. Love Poems  
 
Poetry 

  

 
Dispatch: August 2008 
128 pages 
 
“Nothing else prevails against death and destruction”: only love. The love poems of 
Walter Helmut Fritz in one volume. 
 
Because through you I know the present exists, I love you. 
 
Love poems written by Walter Helmut Fritz over more than five decades. Even his love 
verses are simple, filled with experience and drawn from life. They touch us with immediacy. 
Hans-Rüdiger Schwab writes about them: “Texts which celebrate with magical restraint the 
eroticism of faithfulness, affection grounded in the depths of memory and permanence and 
which are yet just as familiar with that exciting desire where ‘the moment and the longing go 
hand in hand’.”  
 
“A master of the unsentimental love poem.” Stuttgarter Zeitung 
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Walter Helmut Fritz,  born in 1929, ranks among important 
German-language poets. For his work, which also comprises 
novels, prose, essays and translations, he has received numerous 
awards, including the Georg Trakl Prize for Poetry and the Great 
Literature Prize of the Bavarian Fine Arts Academy. Hoffmann 
und Campe have published his books since 1966, the latest being 
the volumes of poetry Cleared for Living (Zugelassen im Leben) 
in 1999, Procession of Masks (Maskenzug) in 2003 and Open 
Eyes (Offene Augen) in 2007. 
 



 

 

 
Silvia Roth 
Querschläger 
Ricochet 
 
 
Crime novel 

  

 
Dispatch: August 2008 
464 pages 
 
High School massacre: after her “incredibly good first thriller” (Bild am Sonntag) comes 
Roth’s brilliant new novel. 
 
The young maniac caused a terrible bloodbath at his school. Then the pupil apparently turned 
the weapon on himself. But the clues which Inspector Hendrik Verhoeven and his colleague 
Winnie Heller came across are extremely puzzling. There must be a second, unknown 
criminal… 
 
In the bloodbath at the Clemens Brentano High School in Wiesbaden eleven people are shot 
dead by the masked criminal. Then the gunman shoots himself in a changing-room. 
Everything about him fits the image of a maniac. But in their investigations Inspector 
Verhoeven and Winnie Heller soon come upon inconsistencies. For example, why after the 
shooting does the gunman call a fellow-pupil into the changing-room where he died? And 
how is it that the bullet in his head does not come from the weapon used in the massacre? 
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Silvia Roth studied literature, English and philosophy and worked 
for several years in a variety of jobs before starting to write. In 2007 
Hoffmann und Campe published The Predator (Der Beutegänger), 
the much praised the first book featuring Hendrik Verhoeven and 
Winnie Heller. The author lives with her family in Germany and 
Italy. 
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Sylvia Madsack 
Melodie der Nacht. Die 
Graf-Stanislaw-Saga 
Nocturnal Melody. The 
Saga of Count Stanislav. 
 
Novel 
 

  

 
Dispatch: October 2008 
384 pages 
 
A vampire who wants to renounce his insatiable thirst for blood – for love. Does his 
chosen beloved know whom she is getting involved with? 
 
Unsolved crimes in Zurich. The victims are young women. They all have two small wounds 
in their necks and blood has been sucked out of them all. During a masked ball in Count 
Stanislav’s club there is another victim. And suddenly the mysterious Count is no longer 
being harrassed by female admirers but by police investigators… 
 
When Stanislav falls in love with the enchanting young flautist Daphne, he is the reputable, 
well-off, unapproachable owner of an exclusive club in the centre of Zurich. He lives as a 
recluse, has no friends, only a dog which goes with  him everywhere. But now he wants to 
give all this up and get by force the happiness which someone like him does not deserve. 
Stanislav is a vampire – a human being, of course, but someone who is a law unto himself, 
someone who means danger, even for his beloved. But Daphne, overcome with love for this 
man, is determined to accompany him on his long journey through time. Stanislav must 
choose between abstention and putting at risk the life of the woman he loves. 
 
�
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Sylvia Madsack studied psychology, has worked as a journalist 
and translated from French and English for a variety of 
publishers. Since 1993 she has lived in Zurich. Melodie der 
Nacht is her first novel. There are plans for more novels from 
the saga of Count Stanislav. 
 
 
 



 

 

Betül Licht 
In meiner Not rief ich die Eule. 
Eine junge Türkin in 
Deutschland 
In my distress I called to the 
Owl. A young Turkish Woman 
in Germany 
 

 
Non-Fiction 

  

 
Dispatch: August 2008 
256 pages 
 

“The course of her life was set by the decision to move to Germany.” 
 
Fatma is eight years old when her parents decide to go to Germany. People in the village are 
saying that the streets there are paved with gold. But instead of the hoped-for paradise a grey, 
unfamiliar world awaits her. “Only for five years” say her parents – but it is for a lifetime. 
 
At the beginning of the 1960s Fatma and her siblings have to leave their idyllic village life on 
the Black Sea and move to Istanbul. It is two years before their parents send for them to 
Hamburg. But they are greatly disappointed: with the change of country, their parents have 
changed, too. Ill-treated by her own family and disorientated in this new world, Fatma only 
survives her sufferings by seeking refuge in inventing stories and writing her diary. Many 
years go by before she can speak about these events. She describes her emotional distress in 
letters – a moving testimony of a life between two worlds. 
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Betül Licht was born in 1955 in Turkey, where she 
grew up. In 1965 she came to Germany with her 
parents. On the basis of the cultural differences 
between her native country and Germany she started 
dealing with the subject of migration at a very early 
age. She helps migrants at a social-psychiatric 
counselling centre in Hamburg.   



 

 

 
Joachim Bauer 
Das kooperative Gen. 
Abschied vom 
Darwinismus 
The cooperative Gene. A 
Farewell to Darwinism 
 
Non-Fiction 

  

 
Dispatch: September 2008 
240 pages 
 
Modern gene research revolutionizes the human image. Darwin and Dawkins are on 
trial; the most recent gene research challenges Darwinism. 
 
At the moment a great upheaval is going on about how in the course of evolution our genes 
became what they are today. What led to the emergence of life barely four billion years ago? 
What made human beings become human beings? Until recently over 95% of the human 
genome did not seem to make sense – but in the very parts which until now were regarded as 
useless, our genetic make-up conceals its real secret… 
 
A new view of the basis of modern gene research: if evolution had followed the maxims of 
Darwinism – development according to the random principle and natural selection in the ‘war 
of nature’ – it would have failed in a very short time. Joachim Bauer’s fifth textbook gives 
new answers to the question of how life has established itself on earth. Organisms, from 
single cells to humans, could only appear and continue to take shape because the gene system 
follows three biological principles: cooperation, communication and creativity. 
 

 
 

Joachim Bauer is a professor of medicine and a psychotherapist. 
He is equally qualified in physical medicine and psychiatry. For 
his neurobiological research he was awarded the prestigious 
Organon Prize by the German Society for Biological Psychiatry. 
Bauer is the senior doctor in charge of outpatients in the 
Department for Psychosomatic Medicine of the University Clinic 
in Freiburg. He is academic director of the Munich Institute for 
Health in the Pedagogic Professions and project manager of a 
government-sponsored school programme in Southern Baden. 
His published works to date: Why I feel what you feel. Intuitive 
communication and the secret of mirror neurones (.Warum ich 
fühle, was du fühlst. Intuitive Kommunikation und das 
Geheimnis der Spiegelneurone), A principle of humanity. Why 
we are naturally cooperative (Prinzip der Menschlichkeit. 
Warum wir von Natur aus kooperieren) and In Praise of School. 
Seven Perspectives for pupils, teachers and parents (Lob der 
Schule. Sieben Perspektiven für Schüler, Lehrer und Eltern). 
 

 
 



 

 
Christhard Läpple 
Verrat verjährt nicht. 
Lebensgeschichten aus 
einem einst geteilten 
Land 
Betrayal has no Expiry 
Date. Stories from a 
once divided Country 
 
Non-Fiction 

  

 
Dispatch: August 2008 
320 pages 
 
It  is high time: ‘unofficial collaborators’ are br eaking their silence. There were many 
more Stasi informers than anyone thought and most of them went undetected. Until 
now. 
 
At last the silence is being broken. These are first-hand life-stories of secret ‘unofficial 
employees’ of the State Security Police, told without taboos and with merciless frankness. 
They were working in both halves of Germany. 
 
In its 40-year history the State Security Police of the GDR received reports from well over 
500,000 informers in East and West. It employed three to four thousand permanent ‘unofficial 
collaborators’ in the West. What have these people done, why did they do it, how did they 
justify it to themselves and what do they think about it today? The reader may wonder where 
the entanglement begins, what he can come to terms with and how far it is comprehensible. 
What is betrayal, and what is not betrayal? The subject has two definitions here: a political 
weapon and a means to harm other people. This book takes a step on the road to a better 
understanding of this chapter in our history which is still far from closed. 
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Christhard Läpple, born in Ludwigsburg in 1958, studied 
publicity, politics and history and started on his career as a 
journalist in 1980. In 1984 he went to the TV station ZDF where, 
after holding a variety of responsible positions, since 2001 he has 
been deputy chief editor of Aspekte. In 2004 he took over the 
research project Fernsehen und Kalter Krieg (Television and the 
Cold War), from which came, among others, the two-part 
television documentary Die Feindzentrale (The Enemy Centre). 
He lives with his family in Berlin. 
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Karl-Heinz Ott 
Tumult und Grazie. Über Georg 
Friedrich Händel 
Tumult and Grace. George Frideric 
Handel 
 
Non-Fiction 

  

 
Dispatch: November 2008 
224 pages 
 
For the 250th anniversary of George Frideric Handel’s death: a grand narrative treatise 
by Karl-Heinz Ott. 
 
The opera, London, castrati and divas people Handel’s world, but also philosophers, who 
became archenemies over the question of whether to ban the theatre. This book about the 
famous composer, as clever as it is entertaining, focuses on 18th-century music and in so 
doing also on the present day. 
 
The author Karl-Heinz Ott has worked for many years as an opera dramaturge and published 
countless essays on music. With his book on Handel he is also opening up to the layman a 
world which stretches way beyond the purely musical. He not only demonstrates how closely 
means of musical expression, historical developments and questions of philosophical 
principles are knit together, but above all proves that serious knowledge can be fascinatingly 
imparted. Anyone seeking to exlore the 18th century of George Frideric Handel finds himself 
inevitably confronted with the present day. If only because one ponders why baroque music 
no longer sounds as boring as it did 50 years ago and what that has to do with our ideas on 
music. 
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Karl-Heinz Ott was born in Ehingen near Ulm in 
1957. He was educated at a Catholic boarding-
school and studied philosophy, German and 
musicology. He then worked as a dramatic adviser 
in Freiburg, Basle and Zurich. “Ins Offene” is his 
first novel, which appeared in 1998 and won the 
Sponsors’ Award of the Hölderlin Prize and the 
Thaddäus Troll Prize. For his second novel 
“Silence at Last” (“Endlich Stille”), which was 
published by Hoffmann und Campe in 2005, he was 
awarded the Alemannic Literature Prize, the 
Candide Prize and the Prize of LiteraTour Nord. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Thomas Endl (Author)/ 
Henning Löhlein 
(Illustrator ): 
Mein Kuss für Dich 
My Kiss for you 
 
Illustrated gift book 

  

 
Dispatch: August 2008 
48 pages, with multiple four-colour illustrations. 
 
The true kiss – just for you! Anyone who has never dared to, who has always wanted to, 
who wants to do it for once quite particularly poetically – anyone who gives this book as 
a present is showing his love. 
 
Kissing is often like that. Some people will kiss because they have to, others will kiss their 
wealthy aunts and others, sadly, mix passionate kisses with drink. Not every kiss is a pleasure. 
This book makes you smile to yourself and of course when it comes as a present the one true 
kiss will come with it. 
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When Thomas Endl is not busy with the nice subject of 
kissing, he writes gift books and children’s books, makes 
documentary films for Bayerishes Fernsehen and may be also 
thinking up ideas for screenplays. 

 
 

Henning Löhlein grew up in Bonn and studied illustration in 
southern France and Bristol. The British lifestyle and sense of 
humour appealed to him so much that he still lives there today, 
working as an illustrator of books for adults and children and 
lecturing on illustration at Bristol University. 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Katja Reider (Author)/ 
Katja Wehner 
(Illustrator ): 
Tausend Dank! 
Thanks a million! 
 
Illustrated gift book 

  

 
Dispatch: August 2008 
48 pages, Hardback 
 
Simply saying ‘thank-you’! An effusive ‘thank you very much’ – who wouldn’t want to  
hear that? Anyone giving this book as a present shows that the thanks are heartfelt. 
 
Saying ‘thank you’ is sometimes really not so easy. When the words don’t come naturally to 
our lips – or even when one’s heart is overflowing. With a book which comprises ‘thank-
yous’ as unusual as they are romantic success is certain. 
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Katja Reider’s first book for adults, the love story of the piglets Rosalie 
and Truffle, was a bestseller and greeted with enthusiasm by readers at 
home and abroad. She has also written a number of successful books for 
children and young people. She lives with her husband and two children 
in Hamburg. Cadeau published her very successful books Amelie and 
Love (Amelie und die Liebe) and Marie and Ambrosius (Marie und 
Ambrosius). 
 

 
 

Katja Wehner, born in 1976, studied Illustration in 
Leipzig und Prague. Sie produces books by well-known authors such as 
Hans Fallada und Peter Hacks. Her illustrations for  
Hasen pfeifen nicht (Hares don’t whistle) were included in the Goethe 
Institute exhibition of contemporary German book illustrations which 
toured all over the world. 
 



 

 
Katja Reider (Author)/ 
Henrike Wilson 
(Illustrator ): 
Das Weihnachtskrokodil 
The Christmas Crocodile 
 
Illustrated gift book 

  

Dispatch: April 2008 
88 pages, hardcover 
 
A crocodile for Christmas 

It is Christmas, the town is bright with glittering lights and Maja and Jan have great plans. But 
when a minor but drastic event threatens to upset everything, only the Christmas crocodile 
can save the situation. An endearing story of everyday surprises, big and small. And a fable 
about the miracle of life. 
 
The Christmas shop is in full swing and the small green velvet crocodile is still sitting on the 
shelf. It has to listen to people insulting it as a ‘slow seller’. But when a pretty young woman 
appears in the toy department two days before Christmas, everything changes. At Maja’s 
house it at last has a warm home with candlelight flickering invitingly. But Maja is worried 
about Jan. She will have to cancel their plans to travel together to the holy crocodile of the 
Nile and thereby deal a deathblow to the great dream of Jan’s life. Only when it is almost too 
late does the clever, cuddly crocodile at one blow save the situation, love and their Christmas. 
Because Maja is preparing for Jan the Christmas surprise of his life. 
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Katja Reider’s first book for adults, the love story of the piglets Rosalie 
and Truffle, was a bestseller and greeted with enthusiasm by readers at 
home and abroad. She has also written a number of successful books for 
children and young people. She lives with her husband and two children 
in Hamburg. Cadeau published her very successful books Amelie and 
Love (Amelie und die Liebe) and Marie and Ambrosius (Marie und 
Ambrosius). 
 

 

Henrike Wilson studied painting and graphic design in Washington D. C. 
and Cologne and made long journeys to the Caribbean and India. The 
intense colours in the places she  
visited are reflected in her powerful illustrations. Henrike Wilson has also 
made an international name for herself as an illustrator of children’s 
books. In 2005 she won the New York Times Award for her illustrations. 
Sie lives with her three children near Frankfurt. 

 


